tones, juvenile homes, and prisons; institutions of higher
education receiving LEEP funds; Federal contractors and
subcontractors on projects related to law enforcement or
criminal justice, and federally assisted projects involving
law enforcement or criminal justice.

Compliance Activities

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 applies to State
social service, vocational, and rehabilitative agencies
which receive funds from HEW, A total of 250 State
agencies are subject to HEW compliance activity, and the
agencies of 40 States were subject to reviews by the Office
for Civil Rights in FY 1971.

In the course of this compliance activity, Office for
Civil Rights personnel visited reformatories, juvenile
homes, and prisons. Penal and custodial institutions re-
ceiving HEW funds are required to treat all persons in
accordance with title VI,

Civil rights compliance officers visited almost 1,000
health and State social service facilities and agencies in
FY 1971. No figures are available on how many of them
were penal or custodial institutions,

Compliance is the responsibility of the State agency.
The Office for Civil Rights, in an effort to assist States in
meeting that responsibility, has entered into agreements
with more than 30 States to train State agency personnel
to check on procedures for complying with title VI,

The Office for Civil Rights undertook compliance
activities in the following specific cases in FY 1971:

(1)   In carrying out its responsibilities for enforcing
compliance by nonprofit associations holding Govern-
ment contracts, the Office for Civil Rights assumed juris-
diction over the National Committee on Uniform Traffic
Laws and Ordinances and the International Association
of Chiefs of Police. IJoth organizations hold Department
of Transportation contracts relating to law enforcement.

There have been no reviews of the compliance status
of these two contractors because priorities of the Office
for Civil Rights lean toward larger contractors.

(2)   As required by law, contracting officers at the
Law Enforcement Assistance Administration asked for
approval from HEW prior to granting contracts to three
institutions, the University of California at Davis, the
University  of  Michigan,   and  St.  Joseph Hospital  in
Phoenix, Ariz. HEW certified that those institutions were
in compliance with the Executive order and the contracts
were awarded.

Social Security Administration

The central effort of the Social Security Administration
(SSA) in Federal law enforcement is aimed at preserving
the integrity of the various Trust Funds under its
administration.

SSA also provides certain information to Federal, State,
and local law enforcement agencies and in that sense it is
engaged in criminal justice assistance activities.

The mission of SSA is to serve the public by admin-
istering a broad, comprehensive social insurance program
that provides benefits for retired persons, survivors of in-
sured workers, disabled individuals, various individuals
related to retired or disabled persons, and aged persons
requiring hospital or medical service. The programs have
a direct effect on the lives of more than 26 million
beneficiaries.

Background. SSA was established by Federal Security
Agency Reorganization Plan 2, effective July 12, 1946,
which also abolished the predecessor agency, the Social
Security Board. Reorganization Plan 1, effective April 11,
1953, transferred SSA from the Federal Security Agency
to HEW.

Programs, Programs administered by SSA are the Federal
retirement, survivors, disability, and health insurance pro-
grams (titles II, VII, XI, and XVIII of the Social Se-
curity Act, as amended), and the "black-lung benefit"
provisions of title VI, part B, of the Federal Coal Mine
Health and Safety Act of 1969.

Trust Funds

The agency is not a law enforcement group as such; its
enforcement activities are aimed primarily at preserving
the integrity of the various Trust Funds under its
administration.

Each of the more than 50,000 employees of the SSA
is charged with the responsibility for being alert to the
possibility of fraud, breach of confidentiality, or other
activities which may be in violation of the penal provisions
of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.G. 406, 408, 1306, and
1307) or related Federal criminal statutes, "Where sus-
pected violations are identified, employees develop the
evidence. If such evidence indicates a crime has occurred,
the matter is referred to the appropriate U.S. attorney for
consideration of prosecution,

Investigations, A group of 21 individuals, in the SSA
Office of Administration, has the primary function of in-
vestigating complex or highly sensitive situations where a
crime may have occurred. The budget of this group is
approximately $500,000 per year, and includes salaries,
travel, laboratory equipment, and supplies, In addition,
each of the program Bureaus has a small number of in-
dividuals whose work primarily consists of evaluating
criminal cases developed by other employees for possible
referral to the U.S. attorney or devising programs to
ensure the integrity of benefit administration.

FY 1971 statistics. During FY 1971, 571 possible criminal
violations of title 2 of the act (fraud relating to benefits)
were referred to U.S. attorneys, compared with 420 cases
referred during FY 1970. Under title XVIII (Medicare),
42 cases of suspected violation were referred in FY 1971,
compared with 35 referrals in FY 1970.

Information Sharing

SSA also furnishes information to other Federal, State,
or local law enforcement agencies, Routinely, it informs
Federal agencies of identified criminal situations within
their jurisdiction, but detected through SSA activities.
Under regulatory authority, SSA furnishes information
regarding earnings to the Internal Revenue Service in
connection with income tax investigations.

As requested, under regulatory authority, SSA will
furnish information to certain State programs under the
various grant-in-aid programs financed by the Federal
Government. This information may be used in deter-
mining entitlement or in enforcing the programs,

In cases involving national security, information may
be furnished to the Department of Justice.
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